San Luis Obispo Historic Context Statement Update

Revisions Summary
August 22, 2025

Section

Comment

Purpose

Acknowledgement of intangible heritage added, as has become standard in historic context
statements.

Historic Resource Surveys

Information added about each previously identified historic district as these are not discussed further
in the HCS.

Guidelines for Evaluation

Section revised to provide more specific guidance separate from the criteria, which are provided in
appendices. Some guidance which was repeated in each set of evaluation criteria has been moved to
this section to reduce redundancy.

Summary of Contexts and
Themes

Themes have been modified to include discussion of infrastructure development, where relevant, and
to extend into additional time periods not included in the 2013 HCS.

Historical Overview

Overview revised to better reflect current scholarship regarding indigenous cultural affiliations, and
the preferred terminology to refer to the earliest residents of the location of the City of San Luis
Obispo.

Reworded to communicate the nature of the mission system and the perpetuation of Native
American peoples and cultures throughout (rather than extinction, the previously prevailing
narrative.)

Early History

Section revised to reflect ethnohistorical documentation of the Indigenous peoples of the City of San
Luis Obispo. Discussion of impact of Mission system on Indigenous peoples moved to the Mission
period context. Discussion of Indigenous residents in post-mission period moved to the Mexican Rule
section.

Mid-Late 20"-Century Growth

Discussion of the broad development patterns in the city, particularly suburban areas, has been
expanded slightly to include the years up to around 1980.

Discussion of transportation-related developments in the 20%"- century has been expanded,
particularly to reflect the growth of personal automobile use and the responding changes in the city's
transportation infrastructure.

Appendix B

The “Architectural Styles” section has been moved to an appendix.

Appendix C

The list of “Master List Properties” has been removed. Revised, updated lists of Landmarks and Local
Register Resources can be produced as addenda following adoption of the revised categories
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recommended in the Historic Preservation Ordinance update, and after an audit of designated
resources to include properties added since 2013 and remove those which are non-extant or have
lost integrity.

Throughout document The context discussion, example images, and historic images have been revised throughout to focus
on the area within the city limits of San Luis Obispo and under the City's authority. Built environment
examples within Cal Poly campus, and discussion of development across the broader county, have
been reduced where not necessary to provide directly relevant context for the city’s history

Evaluation Criteria and Integrity Considerations have been revised in all sections throughout this
document to reflect revisions to the local criteria in the Historic Preservation Ordinance Update, to
enhance ease of use, and remove redundancy.

The previously separate discussion of ethnic communities has been integrated into the relevant time-
period and thematic sections of the document.
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