San Luis Obispo Historic Preservation Ordinance Update Revisions Summary
September 17, 2025

In addition to minor language or terminology clarifications and corrections, the following substantive changes were made in the draft Historic
Preservation Ordinance Update:

Original New Section Name Revisions
Section # | Section #
14.01.020 | 14.01.020 | Definitions Definitions removed due to redundancy elsewhere in City code, change in procedure, or

lack of relevance to the HPO: accessory structure, community design guidelines,
contributing list resource or property, cultural resource, historic property, historic
preservation report, massing, master list resource, modern contributing resource,
noncontributing resource, preservation, primary structure, reconstruction, rehabilitation,
restoration, scale, sensitive site, siting, statement of historic significance, survey,
threatened resource

Definitions revised for accuracy and clarity: adverse effects, alteration, archaeological
site, character-defining features, demolition, deterioration, historic district / historical
preservation district, historic resource, historic status, inappropriate alteration, integrity
(architectural or historical), inventory of historic resources, listed resource, minor
alteration, National Register, neglect, qualified professional, relocation, site

Definitions added due to changes in subsequent HPO sections: contributing resource
(district), department, eligible resource, historic resource evaluation, landmark, local
register resource, Mills Act program, project analysis report, non-contributor, reversible,
traditional cultural property

14.01.030 | 14.01.030 | Cultural Heritage Section revised to combine previous sections B and C and remove redundancies.
Committee

14.01.040 | 14.01.040 | Community Development | Section revised to align with changes to 14.01.030.
Director Role

14.01.050 14.01.050 Historic Resource Revised to include “landmarks” (replaces “master list resources”) and “local register
Designation properties” (replaces “contributing list resources”) to better communicate the status of
highest-level resources and rectify the confusing situation in which “contributing”
resources may exist independent of historic districts.
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Original New Section Name Revisions

Section # | Section #

14.01.055 | None Historic gardens, site Section removed and contents incorporated into definition and designation sections.
features, signs, and other
cultural resources

14.01.070 | 14.01.055 | Evaluation Criteria for Revised the criteria to align with those used for the National Register and California
historic resource Register. Removed “integrity” as a criterion for significance, and clarified that it is required
designation for eligibility under any criterion. Provided additional requirements for historic districts.

Extensive guidance and examples removed from the HPO should be incorporated in and
update to the HPPG.

14.01.060 | 14.01.060 | Designation procedures Changed section title and wording to reflect changed category names, added
for Landmarks and Local requirement for historic resource evaluation, revised roles and responsibilities for
Register Resources initiating, reviewing, and acting.

14.01.080 | 14.01.070 | Historic district Revised “Where Applied” to align with current approaches to historic districts, including
designation—Purpose and | requirements for significance under one or more criteria.
application.

14.01.090 | 14.01.080 | Process for establishing or | Revised report requirements to align with current best practices in preservation.
amending Historic Removed requirements for preservation goals/concerns, design guidelines. Added
Districts property owner notification requirement.

14.01.100 14.01.090 | Demolition of listed or Added historic resource evaluation requirement at discretion of Director.
eligible historic resources

14.01.110 14.01.100 | Relocation of listed or Added evaluation and project analysis report requirements at discretion of Director.
eligible historic resources | Revised language regarding appropriateness of receiving site.

14.01.130 None Historic and cultural Removed section, as fund has not been established.

resource preservation
fund established
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