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What is your favorite thing about San Luis Obispo? 

124 Votes 
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Housing Safety, Affordability, and Neighborhood Livability 

234 Total responses to the poll: 
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Housing Safety, Affordability, and Neighborhood Vitality Other Ideas (60 total responses). The 

top themes included:  

14 Respondents indicated they wanted better tenant protections including eviction protection, 

incentives for lower rent, and regulations for safer housing units. Four (4) of those respondents 

specifically mentioned the creation of a Rental Registry.  

9 Respondents indicated they wanted zoning changes that would support more housing 

production, specifically, respondents called for zoning updates to allow for higher density 

development.  

6 Respondents indicated they wanted more code enforcement resources for neighborhoods, 

with several specifically mentioning that the City should do more to control illegal greek life.  

5 Respondents indicated they wanted an acceleration of the City’s Land Use and Circulation 

Element (LUCE) update.  

4 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to support Smart Share Housing Solutions and 

specifically mentioned support of the “Waterman Village Project”. 

3 Respondents indicated they wanted clean air to be a top priority and that the City should update 

its smoking ordinance to include multiunit housing.  

There were many responses that generally urged the City to do more to make neighborhoods 

more livable, safe, and affordable. Several respondents said they wanted more parking minimums 

and parking districts and several indicated that an expedited permitting process could help 

incentivize housing production.  
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Climate Action and Open Space 

266 Total responses to the poll: 
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Climate Action and Open Space Other Ideas (81 total responses). The top themes included:  

18 Respondents indicated they wanted the dredging of Laguna Lake to be prioritized.  

11 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to build more bike trails and infrastructure, 

including more beginner-friendly mountain bike trails and a Mountain Bike Park in the Laguna 

Lake area.  

8 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to prioritize the maintenance of its open space 

and several specifically called for fire fuel reduction measures and the expansion of cultural or 

prescribed burns.  

6 Respondents indicated they wanted the connection of more trails and open spaces throughout 

the City and County.  

5 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to prioritize disaster preparedness and include 

disaster preparedness as a work program for climate resilience.  

5 Respondents indicated they wanted incentives for building green infrastructure and electric 

vehicles. 

5 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to prioritize improving its public transit options to 

incentivize alternative modes of transportation.  

Many responses were supportive of the City’s climate goals and recommended a variety of 

different ways to advance our goals such as planting more trees, increasing educational work, 

and using community partnerships to help achieve climate goals.  
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Homelessness Response 

133 Total responses to the poll: 

 

Homelessness Response Other Ideas (37 total responses). The top themes include:  

9 Respondents indicated they wanted rent control and tenant protection measures that would 

help make housing more affordable and keep people from becoming homeless. 
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4 Respondents indicated they wanted improved mental health and drug rehabilitation programs 

and a shift away from a “housing first” model.  

3 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to develop a multi-use homeless site within the 

City or in an open space area.  

3 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to prioritize stronger policing, especially for 

illegal drug use.  

Other responses varied. Some responses included allowing tents in safe parking programs, 

focusing on relocation, and exploring programs that provide the homeless with an opportunity to 

garden and grow crops.  
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

161 total responses to the poll: 
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Other Ideas (44 responses). The top themes included: 

11 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to prioritize tenant protections and other 

housing solutions (increased options, low-cost units) to achieve the goal of DEI.  

8 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to eliminate DEI as a major City goal, but many 

of them recommended operationalizing the initiatives. 

6 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to continue its DEI Major City Goal and expand 

funding for DEI programs.  

6 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to support public art and shared the sentiment 

that providing access to cultural arts encourages DEI.  
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Downtown Vitality and Economic Development 

175 total responses to the poll: 
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Downtown Vitality and Economic Development Other Ideas (244 Responses). The top themes 

included:  

210 Respondents indicated they wanted the continuation of “Cultural Vitality” within a Major 

City Goal and specifically supported the Cultural Arts District and the expansion of arts and 

culture opportunities within the City.  

11 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to lower its Parking rates or bring back free 

parking. 

7 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to take action to address downtown vacancies. 

Most of these responses specifically mentioned the establishment of a “vacancy tax” to 

disincentivize vacancies.  

3 Respondents indicated they wanted increased resources to make downtown cleaner and 

safer, such as increased power washing.  

Fiscal Sustainability 

104 total responses to the poll: 
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Fiscal Sustainability Other Ideas (22 Responses): 

Due to the limited number of responses regarding Fiscal Sustainability Other Ideas, no 

significant themes emerged. However, the ideas shared generally included: 

 Re-prioritizing infrastructure projects and expediting their completion to mitigate 

inflationary costs. 

 Reducing departmental budgets and headcount. 

 Expanding the business license program to include a rental registry and implementing a 

per-property fee for landlords. 

 Suggestions for investment strategies. 
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Local Revenue Measure 

The City's Local Revenue Measure (G-20) requires funds raised through the measure to be 

used in the following areas. This poll allowed participants to rank which they thought were most 

important. There were 128 responses to this poll: 
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Infrastructure and Sustainable/Multimodal Transportation 

325 total responses to the poll: 

 



Attachment A – Forum Results Summary 

Attachment A Page# 15 
 

Infrastructure and Sustainable/Mult-modal Transportation Other Ideas (101 responses). The top 

themes included: 

 

49 Respondents indicated they wanted the Righetti Ranch Park system to be prioritized as a 

CIP. 

19 Respondents had feedback on the expansion of bike paths throughout the City, about half 

were supportive and urged for more while half recommended prioritizing other types of 

infrastructure. 

7 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to build more pickleball courts.  

5 Respondents indicated they wanted the prioritization of the South Broad Street Corridor 

project in order to make it safer.  

4 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to make improvements and enhancements at 

the Laguna Lake Golf Course.  

Other responses indicated they wanted bike and pedestrian improvements on Tank Farm Road 

and several encouraged the expansion of mountain bike trails and other Parks and Recreation 

facilities.  
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Public Safety 

137 total responses to the poll:  
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Public Safety Other Ideas (24 responses). The top themes included:  

7 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to prioritize street safety improvements including 

better lighting, more crosswalks, and implementing elements of the Vision Zero Plan.  

6 Respondents indicated they wanted increased tenant protection measures and to ensure the 

safety of rental units. 

4 Respondents indicated they wanted more to enforcement of traffic laws and speeding.  

4 Respondents indicated they wanted a prioritization of emergency preparedness. 

The remainder of the responses were mixed, with some suggesting reducing policing efforts and 

some suggesting additional services, especially related to homelessness response.  

Other/New Ideas 

74 Respondents to the new ideas section. Many of the ideas in this section reiterated ideas in 

the specific topic areas but the top themes included:  

14 Respondents indicated they wanted the preservation of arts and culture in San Luis Obispo.  

9 Respondents indicated they wanted new Parks and Recreation facilities such as pickleball or 

bike parks and some wanted additional swim services. 

4 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to prioritize the construction of the Righetti 

Ranch Park System. 

3 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to prioritize childcare opportunities and/or 

expand youth services and programs. 

3 Respondents indicated they wanted more opportunities for healthcare professionals in the 

area and supported actions to attract healthcare providers.  

3 Respondents indicated that they wanted the City to make improvements to the La Loma 

Adobe and prioritize the preservation of historical buildings.  

E-Mails 

Individuals who were not able to attend the forum were able to submit their ideas and thoughts 

via email. The CommunityForum@SLOCity.org email received 73 emails as of January 28, 

2025. Staff has reviewed all of the emails received and found the following key themes: 

14 Respondents indicated they wanted the continuation of “Cultural Vitality” within a Major City 

Goal and specifically supported the Cultural Arts District and the expansion of arts and culture 

opportunities within the City.  

5 Respondents indicated that they wanted the City to make improvements to the La Loma 

Adobe and prioritize the preservation of historical buildings.  

7 Respondents praised the City’s work on open space and the creation of trails and indicated 

that they would like to see more trail systems and specifically connecting trails between open 

spaces.  
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5 Respondents indicated they wanted increased tenant protection measures and to ensure the 

safety of rental units. 

5 Respondents indicated they wanted the prioritization of the South Broad Street Corridor 

project and implementation of the “Vision Zero” Action Plan. 

5 Respondents indicated they wanted clean air to be a top priority and that the City should update 

its smoking ordinance to include multiunit housing.  

5 Respondents indicated they wanted the City to build more bike trails and infrastructure, 

including more beginner-friendly mountain bike trails and a Mountain Bike Park in the Laguna 

Lake area.  

All of the emails received have been archived to the City’s website here: 

https://opengov.slocity.org/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=202624&cr=1  

https://opengov.slocity.org/WebLink/Browse.aspx?id=202624&cr=1
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Community Priorities Survey Results 

A total of 1,629 individual survey responses were received by December 13, 2024, representing 

81 hours of public comment. A chart identifying the top priorities from the survey is included below.  

All of the survey responses have been published as a reading file here.  
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