
 

TREE COMMITTEE AGENDA REPORT 

SUBJECT:  Review of the proposed removal of 1 street tree and replanting of 19 trees. Tree removals are 

proposed to facilitate a proposed Mixed-Use development consisting of 20 residential units and up to 7,818 

square feet of commercial/office space, with associated parking and onsite landscaping. 

PROJECT ADDRESS: 2800 Broad Street  BY:  Kyle Bell, Associate Planner 

  Phone: (805) 781-7524 

  E-mail: kbell@slocity.org   

FILE NUMBER: ARCH-0366-2021 FROM: Anthony Whipple, Interim City Arborist 

RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend the Planning Commission find the proposed tree removal and 

compensatory planting plan as part of the 2800 Broad Mixed-Use project consistent with the Tree 

Regulations. The Tree Committee may provide recommended considerations or condition(s) related to the 

tree removals and compensatory planting. 

 

SITE DATA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMARY 

The project consists of a proposed development of an existing commercial property to include a three-story 

mixed-use project consisting of 20 residential units, and 7,818 square feet of commercial space. The project 

proposes to replace the 1 street tree with 19 trees (Attachment 1, Tree Removal Plans).  

1.0 COMMITTEE PURVIEW 

The Tree Committee’s role is to review the project and provide a recommendation to the Planning 

Commission regarding consistency with the policies and standards set forth in San Luis Obispo Municipal 

Code (SLOMC) §12.24 (Tree Regulations).  

Applicant Bryan Ridley 

Zoning Commercial Retail (C-R-SF) within 
the Broad Street Area Corridor 
Plan 

General Plan General Retail 

Site Area ~27,199 square feet 

Environmental 
Status 

Categorically exempt from 
environmental review under CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15332 (In-Fill 
Development Projects) 

Meeting Date: September 27, 2021 

Item Number: 3 
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The project includes the removal one (1) street tree along Broad Street (Gold Medallion), the tree is 20-

inches in diameter at breast height (DBH). The Arborist Report, prepared by Stalwork, Inc, identified that 

the Gold Medallion tree that is proposed for removal has been aggressively pruned over time and exhibits 

an unbalanced canopy, with a 16-degree lean over Broad Street (Attachment 2). The tree has also lifted two 

concrete panels of the existing sidewalk to the South and one panel to the North. The arborist report 

recommends removal of the tree due to the hazardous conditions of the sidewalk and replacement planting 

of four 36-inch box trees along Broad Street. The project proposes to replace the 1 tree with 11 new trees 

on-site and 8 street trees for a total of 19 new trees (replacement ratio 19:1). 

Tree Type and Quantity Tree Species 

Street & Shade Trees 
(24” – 36” Box) (8) 

Pin Oak (Quercus Palustris) 
Water Gum (Tristania Laurina) 

Parking Lot Shade Trees 
(24” Box) (7) 

‘Marina’ Arbutus (Arbutus ‘Marina) 
Australian Willow (Geijera Parvifolia) 

Accent Trees (24” Box) 
(4) 

Western Redbud (Cercis Occidentalis) 
Crape Myrtle (Coral Pink) (Lagerstroemia Indica ‘Tuscarora’) 

3.0 TREE REGULATIONS 

The City’s Tree Ordinance (Municipal Code Chapter 12.24) was adopted in 2010 and recently updated in 

2019 with the purpose of establishing a comprehensive program for installing, maintaining, and preserving 

trees within the City. This ordinance establishes policies, regulations, and specifications necessary to govern 

installation, maintenance, removal, and preservation of trees to beautify the city; to purify the air; to provide 

shade and wind protection; to add environmental and economic value; and to preserve trees with historic or 

unusual value. 

Criteria for Construction Related Tree Removal Recommendations. SLOMC §12.24.090 subsection F.4 

requires review by the Tree Committee for tree removal requests related to discretionary permit applications 

for Major Development Review1, to make a recommendation based on criteria set forth in subsection G. 

The criteria are provided below with a description of how the proposed project responds. 

• Size of Tree. The size of the tree proposed for removal is 20-inch Diameter Breast Height (DBH).  

• Location of Tree on Private Property. The tree proposed for removal is located in the public right of 

way along Broad Street.  

• Species of Tree. The species of tree proposed for removal is Gold Medallion, which is a non-native 

species from Brazil.  

• Forestry Best Practice. The project includes a replanting plan for an additional 19 trees that 

significantly increases the biodiversity of the existing tree species and age distribution throughout 

 
1 Zoning Regulations § 17.106.030. Levels of Development Review. (D) Major. Major Development Review is a 

discretionary Planning Commission review process that includes public notice with a public hearing conducted as is 

required for all Planning Commission actions. (1) Multi-unit residential developments with more than 10 units... (3) 

Nonresidential development with more than 10,000 gross square feet of new construction… 
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the neighborhood. 

• Public Right-of-Way Obstruction or Displacement. The tree proposed for removal is located within 

the public right-of-way along Broad Street and is requested for removal to accommodate sidewalk 

improvements to enhance the mobility of pedestrians. The existing tree’s root system has resulted 

in the damage to the existing sidewalk and has uplifted two concrete panels resulting in hazardous 

conditions for pedestrians. 

• Compliance Regarding Compensatory Plantings. Per the Tree Regulations, tree removal shall be 

compensated by planting a minimum of one new tree for each tree removed onsite (1:1 replanting 

ratio). There is only one tree proposed for removal on the site. The applicant is proposing to replant 

19 trees; this is a replanting ratio of 19:1. The compensatory planting plan complies and exceeds the 

requirements of the Tree Regulations. 

• Heritage Trees. None of the trees proposed for removal have been designated Heritage trees. 

Street Tree Species. The Tree Committee may provide direction to the Planning Commission and the 

applicant on any preferred species for street tree planting. 

4.0 ATTACHMENTS 

1. Tree Removal Plans 

2. Arborist Report 
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Minutes 

 

TREE COMMITTEE 

Monday, September 27, 2021 

Special Meeting of the Tree Committee 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

A Special Meeting of the San Luis Obispo Tree Committee was called to order on Monday, 

September 27, 2021 at 5:32 p.m. via teleconference, by Chair Alan Bate. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Committee Members Daniel Canella, Elizabeth Lucas, Allen Root, and Chair 

Alan Bate (two vacant seats) 

 

Absent:  Committee Member Emily Rosten 

 

Staff: Anthony Whipple, Acting City Arborist and Megan Wilbanks, Deputy City Clerk 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

1. Consideration of the Tree Committee Meeting Minutes of July 26, 2021. 

 

ACTION: UPON MOTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBER CANELLA, SECONDED BY 

COMMITTEE MEMBER LUCAS, CARRIED 4-0-1 (Member Rosten absent, two vacant 

seats), the Tree Committee approved the Minutes of July 26, 2021. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

None 

 

--End of Public Comment-- 

 

COMMENT AND DISCUSSION 
 

2. New Business: 600 Tank Farm Rd. (ARCH-0406-2021); Review of the proposed removal 

of 47 onsite trees and replanting of 236 trees on site. Tree removals are proposed to facilitate 

a proposed Mixed-Use development consisting of 280 residential units and up to 12,500 square 

feet of commercial service/office space, with associated parking and onsite landscaping. 

 

Associate Planner Kyle Bell provided a PowerPoint presentation and responded to Committee 

questions. 
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Public Comment: 

None 

 

--End of Public Comment— 

 

The applicant’s representative, Jake Minnick with RRM Design Group, provided a brief 

overview of the tree removal project. 

 

ACTION: UPON MOTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBER LUCAS, SECONDED BY 

COMMITTEE MEMBER ROOT, CARRIED 4-0-1 (Member Rosten absent, two vacant 

seats), to recommend the Planning Commission approve the project. 

 

3. New Business: 2800 Broad St. (ARCH-0366-2021); Review of the proposed removal of one 

street tree and replanting of 19 trees. Tree removals are proposed to facilitate a proposed 

Mixed-Use development consisting of 20 residential units and up to 7,818 square feet of 

commercial/office space, with associated parking and onsite landscaping. 

 

Associate Planner Kyle Bell provided a PowerPoint presentation and responded to Committee 

questions. 

 

Public Comment: 

None 

 

--End of Public Comment— 

 

The applicant’s representative, Bryan Ridley with Bracket Architecture, provided a brief 

overview of the tree removal project. 

 

ACTION: UPON MOTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBER CANELLA, SECONDED BY 

COMMITTEE MEMBER ROOT, CARRIED 3-1-1 (Member Lucas dissenting, Member 

Rosten absent, two vacant seats), to recommend the Planning Commission approve the project. 

 

4. New Business: 159 Broad Street Heritage Tree Nomination. Review a request to designate 

a Quercus agrifolia tree located at 159 Broad Street as a Heritage Tree. 

 

Acting City Arborist Anthony Whipple provided a presentation and responded to Committee 

questions. 

 

Public Comment: 

Cheryl McLean 

 

--End of Public Comment— 

 

ACTION: UPON MOTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBER ROOT, SECONDED BY CHAIR 

BATE, CARRIED 4-0-1 (Member Rosten absent, two vacant seats), to deny the request to 

designate a Quercus agrifolia tree located at 159 Broad Street as a Heritage Tree. 
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5. Arborists Report:   

 

A. WCA has completed block pruning on Modesto Ash trees, Fraxinus velutina, in Area 2. 

City Staff is excited to have a pruning vendor available for emergency and on-call work.  

B. Ongoing Davey Resource Group Program Analysis with weekly meetings and 

recommendations. 

C. Staff is currently working to attain certification from Tree City USA. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m. The next Regular Meeting of the Tree Committee is 

scheduled for Monday, October 25, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. via teleconference. 

 

 

 

APPROVED BY THE TREE COMMITTEE: XX/XX/2021 
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